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ST. LOUIS PARISH, CUSTAR

BROTHER PARISH WITH ST. PATRICK, PROVIDENCE

Established 1864

Mission: We, the members of St. Louis Catholic
Church, come together under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, to promote the mission of Jesus Christ.
We encourage and support the development of the
sacramental life of each member in our
communities through liturgical, education, social
and service activities. The stewardship of our time,
our talents and our treasures expresses the
continuous accountability to God and the shared
responsibility to each other, to our communities
and to the world.

St. Louis School 4 Established 1875

22776 Defiance Pike
P.O. Box 125
Custar, OH 43511

419-669-1875
email: stlouiscustarohio@gmail.com

website: www.stlouiscustaroh.com
Ei Find us on Facebook!

School Staff:
Superintendent- Fr. Francis
Mariadas SAC

Principal- Jennifer Tussing
Secretary- Danielle Klinge
Custodian- Tim Schroeder
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First Sunday of Advent

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
What a wonderful time of year we are
celebrating! I hope and pray you were able to
spend meaningful time with your family and
loved ones during the Thanksgiving holiday.
This weekend we begin the Season of Advent, a
season rich with its own traditions and spiritual
meaning. One of the most familiar symbols is
the Advent Wreath, found both in our homes
and in our church. Its circular shape, with no
beginning and no end, reminds us of the eternal
life Jesus came to bring us—life with God
forever.
The evergreen branches that form the wreath
symbolize God’s unchanging love. Unlike other
plants that lose leaves or fade in color, the
evergreens remind us that God is constant: He
has always loved us and always will.
The four candles—three purple and one Rose—
represent the four weeks of Advent:
e Prophecy Candle — a symbol of hope
and the long expectation of the Messiah
e Bethlehem Candle - reminding us of
the preparations to welcome Christ
e Shepherds Candle - representing joy
and the sharing of Christ with others
e Angels *Candle - symbolizing love and
the proclamation of Christ’s coming
Each candle points us to the Light of the World,
Jesus Christ. As the candles grow brighter each
week, we are reminded that the more we
welcome Christ into our hearts, the brighter our
lives become.
In this week’s Gospel, we receive a powerful
message of hope and watchfulness. Jesus
reminds us that He will come again, and He calls
us to “Watch,” “Be alert,” and “Stay awake,”
living in a way that pleases God as we await His
coming.
In the coming weeks, there will be many
opportunities to celebrate Advent as a parish
community. I especially encourage you to take
part in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, a
beautiful way to prepare your heart for the
Savior. Please keep your bulletin each week for
all dates and times.
As we enter this blessed season, let us slow
down, resist the pull of holiday busyness, and
keep our eyes on the true meaning of our
celebration. I invite you to spend time with the
Scriptures, enjoy quiet moments with family and
friends, and allow God’s grace to fill your days.
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May this Season of Advent bring you God’s love,
peace, and joy. It is truly a blessing and a joy to
serve as your pastor.
Happy Advent!
Fr. Francis Mariadas, SAC

Holiday Schedule

You will find a schedule for all the upcoming
Penance services, Holy Days, Christmas, and
New Years Mass schedules on the table in the
back of church. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation will take place on Monday,
December 15t from 8-9 a.m., 12-1 p.m., &
5-7 p-m. here at St. Louis.

2026 Envelopes
2026 offering envelopes are now available on
the table in the Narthex of the church.

Live Nativity - After Christmas Eve Mass

Back by popular demand, we will be doing a Live
Nativity after Christmas Eve mass again this
year! All children are invited to participate in
the Live Nativity after the 4:30pm mass
on Christmas Eve. All costumes will be
provided, and the live nativity should last
approximately 15 minutes after mass. Please

sign up your kids (or your animals) in the back
of church or contact Cathy Hanna (419-615-

5540) by December 14 to participate.

We will have a meeting in the front of
church after mass on December 14 to assign
roles and review details. This will be a quick
meeting, so children will be able to have
Breakfast with Santa or go to religion classes
after it is over.

Religious Education Classes

No class Today, November 3oth,
December class dates will be the 7th and 14th,
There will be No class on the 215t and 28th,
Next weekend December 7th will be another
children’s mass. Father Francis would like all the
students to sit together in the front of church
that day. The 37 & 4th grade class will be
handling the mass that day. A calendar of class
dates is available on the table in the back of
church.

300 Club

Congratulations to last week’s winners!
$100 Ed & Judi Boyle — Weston #069

$200 Mark & Missy DeSmith — Custar #070
$100 Pat Tussing Family — Custar #071



First Sunday of Advent

Holy Day
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary will be celebrated on
Monday, December 8% at 9:15 a.m. with
the school children. This is a Holy Day of
obligation.

Knights of Columbus Council 17113 News
The “Battle of the Borders Food Drive” will be
collected and weighed this week and will let you
know soon which team won!!

Upcoming events:
December 7t: Brunch with Santa after 10:45

a.m. mass at St. Pat’s
December 14th: Breakfast with Santa after 9
a.m. mass at St. Louis

Also, any student in grades Kindergarten
through Eighth can participate in the annual
“Keep Christ in Christmas” poster
contest! There is a red box in the back of
church with directions and poster paper for
anyone who would like to participate.

Candlelight Dinner

Attention Ladies: The St. Louis Altar Roary
Society is hosting a Candlelight Dinner
Tuesday, December 16, 2025 at St. Louis
school. Doors open at 6:00 pm with dinner
served at 6:30 pm. Enjoy an evening of food
and fellowship. Tickets are a minimum donation
of $10 per ticket and available after Mass or at
the parish office. Ticket sales end on December

7th .

Wish Upon a Star

Each year, the teachers and students write
“wishes” for items that they would like to have in
their classrooms. The star is placed on a tree in
the back of church. People may choose a star,
purchase the wish, wrap it and place it back
under the tree with the star attached. The
students will then open the packages during
their classroom Christmas parties, the week of
December 15t. Thank you for making wishes
come true!

Traveling Chalice for Vocations

St. Louis along with St. Patrick’s will be hosting
the Traveling Chalice in the Month of December.
The First 15 days the Chalice will be with St.
Patrick’s and the Last 15 days of the month it
will be here at St. Louis.
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The chalice will remain on display in a
prominent place in the church as a visible
reminder for the parish to intentionally pray for
vocations. At each weekday and Sunday Mass,
our congregation will pray together for vocations
to the priesthood and religious life—offering
even a simple Hail Mary for this intention.

First Friday Eucharistic Adoration

12 Hours of Adoration at St. Louis Parish is the
First Friday of each month 8 a.m. — 8p.m. Stop
by for a few minutes this Friday, December
5th, to spend some quite time in prayer, silence,
and reflection. If you are available there is a
sign-up sheet in the back of the church.

Little Blue Books

Our little Blue Advent reflection books are
available on the table in the Narthex. Pick up a
book and enjoy spending a few extra moments
with the Lord in prayer. They are FREE.

Formed org.

Diving into the beauty of the Faith has never
been easier: at home, on the go, or from any
internet connected device. Discover thousands
of books, audio talks, movies, documentaries,
and studies... there is something for every
member of the family to help them grow closer
to Christ and His Church.

¢ Go to FORMED.org/signup

e Enter zip code (43522) or St.
Patrick Church, Providence

e Enter your name and email

Please keep in your prayers: Kendyll Hoile,
Oliver John Wilhelm, Sr. Joyce Hoile, Tricia
Gerken, Breckin Maas, Presley Speakman, Kim
Maas, Gwenn Maas, Jim Flowers, Addison
Kirkland, Ralph Porter, Moe Pantenburg

Mass Attendance

November 23, 2025 157

Parish Stewardship

Offering Envelopes $ 1,863.00
Loose $ 150.00
Fund Drive $ 50.00
Fuel $ -0.00-
Human Development $  345.00
Cemetery $ 135.00
Christmas Flowers $ 240.00



MASS SCHEDULE

Sun. Nov. 30

Mon. Dec. 01

Wed. Dec. 03

Thur. Dec. 04

Fri. Dec. 05

Sat. Dec. 06

Sun. Dec. 07

Sun. Dec. 07

St. Louis

St. Louis

St. Louis

St. Patrick

St. Patrick

St. Patrick

St. Patrick

St. Louis

Colleen Baumberger, Robert & Arlene Boyer, Don,
9:00 a.m. Sue, Irene, & Robert Maas, Dan & Sybil Knoble, Jim
Crouch, and Heather Johnson

9:00 a.m. Mass

9:15 am. School Mass
8:30 a.m.

8:30 a.m.

4:30 p.m.

7:15 am. 10:45 a.m.
Larry Ickes, John & Rita Goris, Harold & Joanne
9:00 a.m. Rader, Judy & Ricky Goris, Frank & Ruth Goris,
Tom Hermiller, Barb Clink, and Bill & Lois Schwab

LITURGICAL MINISTERS December 07, 2025

Ministers of
Holy Communion

Lector

Servers

Offertory

Hospitality

Sun: Missy DeSmith, Emily Flowers, Sue Flowers, Cathy Hanna, Dianne Hoile

Sun: 3" & 4™ grade Religious Ed.

Sun: Zack Koenig, Reed Hanna, Emmett Mier

Sun: 3" & 4™ grade Religious Ed.

Sun: 3" & 4™ grade Religious Ed.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Nov. 30, 2025
Nov. 30, 2025
Dec. 05, 2025
Dec. 07, 2025
Dec. 08, 2025
Dec. 14, 2025
Dec. 14, 2025
Dec. 16, 2025

Have a Great Week!

NO Religious Education classes for K-8 students today

First Friday of Adoration — 8 a.m. till 8 p.m.

Religious Education classes for K-8 students today

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary at 9:15 a.m.

KofC Breakfast with Santa after the 9 a.m. Mass

Weston UM Church- Christmas Cookies & Crafts 11:30-1:30pm
Altar Rosary Candlelight Dinner — doors open at 6pm, dinner at 6:30



