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St. Louis School   ⧫   Established 1875 

22792 Defiance Pike 
P.O. Box 125 

Custar, OH  43511 
 

        St. Louis Parish: 419-669-1864  

  St. Patrick Parish: 419-832-5215 
 

email: admin@stlouisparish.net 
pastor@stlouisparish.net 

 

website: www.stlouisparishcustar.com 
  Follow us on Facebook! 

 Find us on Pinterest! 
 

Parish Office Hours: 
Mon., Wed., Thurs. 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 

Parish Staff: 
Pastor - Fr. Francis Mariadas, SAC 

Deacon – David Krempec 
Administrative Assistant – Lindsay Tussing 

Bookkeeper - Sue Stokes  
Parish Nurse - Joyce Walker, R.N. 

Music Coordinator- Jennifer Tussing  
Finance – John Maas 

Pastoral Council-Joyce Walker (Secretary) 
Cemetery Board –Robert Boyle (President)  

School Advisory – Lindsay Tussing 
Altar Rosary Society - Julie Lause (419-601-3319) 

Mission Coordinator - Mary Jane Flowers 
Religious Education & Youth Group Facilitator - 

Joyce Walker 
Prayer Hotline – Dianne Hoile (419-669-2504) 

  

Established 1864 

Mission: We, the members of St. Louis Catholic 
Church, come together under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, to promote the mission of Jesus Christ. 
We encourage and support the development of the 
sacramental life of each member in our 
communities through liturgical, education, social 
and service activities. The stewardship of our time, 
our talents and our treasures expresses the 
continuous accountability to God and the shared 
responsibility to each other, to our communities 
and to the world.  

  

School Staff: 

Superintendent- Fr. Francis 

Mariadas SAC 

Principal- Jennifer Tussing 

Secretary- Danielle Klinge 

Custodian- Tim Schroeder 

 

mailto:admin@stlouisparish.net


Fourth Sunday of Advent         December 21,  2025 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
It is amazing how quickly time moves. Not long 
ago, we lit the first candle of Advent, and now 
we find ourselves on the threshold of Christmas, 
preparing once again to welcome Jesus, the 
Light of the World, into our hearts and homes. 
  As I look back over these past months, my 
heart is filled with gratitude. This is a beautiful 
time to pause and simply say: thank you. Our 
parish and school communities have shown 
such generosity, compassion, and faith. Through 
the many gifts collected for those in need, 
through acts of kindness offered quietly and 
faithfully, and through your presence at Mass, 
you have helped make Christ visible in our 
midst. 
   In a special way, I would like to express my 
heartfelt appreciation to our school children for 
their wonderful Christmas program. They did an 
outstanding job, reminding us through song, 
prayer, and joyful spirit of the true meaning of 
Christmas. Their enthusiasm and reverence 
were a blessing to our parish and a beautiful 
witness of faith. I am deeply grateful to Mrs. 
Jennie Tussing and to all our teachers for their 
dedication, patience, and loving commitment to 
forming our children in faith and learning. Your 
hard work truly bears fruit. 
   I am also deeply grateful to Deacon Dave, 
to Lindsay, our dedicated administrative 
assistant, to our Choir, Liturgy Team, Sunday 
School, councils, committees, ministries, and 
the Altar Rosary Society  for the beautiful 
Candlelight Dinner, and to the many volunteers 
who serve with such love and generosity. And 
most especially, I thank  you, my dear 
parishioners, for walking this Advent journey 
with me and for celebrating the sacred mystery 
of Christmas together as one family of faith. 
   Christmas reminds us that God comes to us in 
gentleness—in a child, born in poverty, 
welcomed by hearts ready to receive Him. Mary 
and Joseph trusted in God completely. They 
teach us that grace grows where there is 
openness, and miracles unfold where there is 
trust. This Christmas, may we ask 
ourselves: Where is the Lord inviting me to trust 
Him more deeply? Where is He asking me to say 
“yes”? 
   As we prepare to celebrate the Feast of the 
Holy Family on December 28 and the Solemnity 
of Mary, the Holy Mother of God on January 1, 
may these holy days renew our appreciation for 
the gift of family—our own families, our parish 

family, and the Holy Family who accompanies 
us with tenderness and strength. Mary, the 
Mother of God and our Mother, continues to 
watch over us with loving care. May her 
intercession help us remain close to Jesus in the 
year to come. 
   It is a joy and a blessing to celebrate this holy 
season with you. Know that I carry each of you 
in my prayers and ask the Lord to fill your 
homes with His peace. 
   May your Christmas be filled with the gentle 
joy of Christ, and may the New Year bring 
abundant grace, healing, and hope. 
 

With Christmas blessings, 
Fr. Francis Mariadas, SAC 

 
Live Nativity - After Christmas Eve Mass 
Just a reminder that the Live Nativity will be 
after the 4:30 p.m. mass only.  
  All costumes will be provided, and the live 
nativity should last approximately 15 minutes 
after mass. Cathy Hanna will be sending the 
parents of those who came to the meeting last 
Sunday an email explaining what part your child 
will have. Then after communion on Christmas 
Eve, all the children will need to meet in the 
back of church to get their costumes on and 
head outside to get ready in the manger.  
 
Wreathes Across America 
Once again, our cemetery was able to honor our 
deceased veterans by participating in this 
nationwide event. A heart-felt thank you to Dick 
& Marie Feehan family and friends who 
delivered the wreaths to our cemetery and 
distributed them along with our faithful 
parishioners who braved the cold. We would 
also like to thank Gary Whitacre for sponsoring 
Wreathes Across America. 
 
Donut Committee 
The donut committee would like to thank 
everyone who purchased donuts these past 
several months. The money raised went towards 
the purchase of two new Christmas Trees for our 
church. These trees will also be in Memory of 
Barb Clink for everything she did for the 
Church over the years. 
 
Minister’s List 
A new minister’s list for January through April 
is available on the table in the Narthex. Please 
pick up a copy if you need one. Thanks! 



Fourth Sunday of Advent         December 21,  2025 

Religious Education Classes 
There will be No classes on December 21st 
and 28th. The next class will be January 4th 
and that will also be a Children’s Mass that 
day. You will be notified by your teacher if you 
have a reading or if you will be bringing up the 
gifts or collection that day.  As always Father 
Francis would like all the students to sit together 
in the front of church that day as well! Also, the 
NEW SCHEDULE for winter and spring 
classes are on the table in the back of church!! 
 
300 Club 
Congratulations to last week’s winners! 
$100 Amelia Brown – Weston  #272 
$200 Al & Dodi Tussing – Custar #273 
$100 Olivia, Garrett, & Nora Holubeck – Ottawa 
Hills #274 
 
Knights of Columbus News 
The council has been very busy these last few 
months! Here are some of the highlights: 
Results of the Knights of Columbus Food Drive: 
Ohio State won with 100.025 pounds (110 
items) and Michigan came in with 38.17 
pounds (40 items). For a collective total of 
138.19 pounds. All donations will go to the 
Custar Food Pantry. Thank you all for your 
donations! Vivat Jesus! 
   Thank you to everyone who supported our 
Breakfast with Santa! We hope everyone had 
plenty to eat and Santa said all the boys and 
girls he talked to were on the Nice List. $1,072 
was raised between both breakfasts, which will 
go to the Seminary Scholarship Fund 
   Stay tuned for upcoming events in the new 
year. Merry Christmas! 
 
Traveling Chalice for Vocations 
The chalice is on display in front of the Altar till 
the end of December. 
  The chalice will remain on display in a 
prominent place in the church as a visible 
reminder for the parish to intentionally pray for 
vocations. At each weekday and Sunday Mass, 
our congregation will pray together for vocations 
to the priesthood and religious life—offering 
even a simple Hail Mary for this intention. 
 
Henry County Right to Life News 
Due to an overwhelming response to our 
billboards we put up this summer, we have 
decided to suspend our "Signature Campaign" 
and change it to our "Billboard Campaign." 

Our "Billboard Campaign" will continue through 
January 22, 2026 and will replace our prior 
years' Henry County Right to Life's newspaper 
advertising campaign. We will list donor and/or 
memorial names if they desire, in our newsletter 
to share their life affirming support of our 
Billboard Campaign.  The names will also be 
forwarded to State and Federal Legislators to 
demonstrate pro-life support in our area. We 
are asking for donations of any size to help 
keep and put up new billboards.  There is a 
substantial setup fee as well as a monthly fee on 
each billboard, so any amount helps.  There is a 
signature form on the table in the back of 
church if you wish your name to be listed. You 
can put your donation in the donation box or 
mail your donation in by taking a donation 
envelope home.   
  Please feel free to pick up one of our 
newsletters on the table in the back of church so 
you can keep updated on life issues. Thank you 
very much for your help!  Your support will help 
ensure we extend the current billboard and 
construct new ones to promote life issues. It is 
very much appreciated in our mutual fight for 
life of speaking for those who can't. May the 
Lord give His Blessings to all who participate in 
this endeavor!   
 
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 
The Solemnity of Mary Mother of God will be 
celebrated on Wednesday, December 31st at 
7:00 p.m. at St. Louis and Thursday, 
January 1st at 8:30 a.m. at St. Patrick. 
 
Please keep in your prayers: Kendyll Hoile, 
Oliver John Wilhelm, Sr. Joyce Hoile, Tricia 
Gerken, Breckin Maas, Presley Speakman, Kim 
Maas, Gwenn Maas, Jim Flowers, Addison 
Kirkland, Ralph Porter, Moe Pantenburg 
 
Mass Attendance  
December 14,  2025         140  
 
Parish Stewardship 
Offering Envelopes   $    1,910.00 
Loose                 $        158.00 
Fund Drive    $        100.00 
Fuel     $          90.00 
Immaculate Conception  $          82.00 
Retirement for the Religious $ 50.00 
Christmas Flowers   $        130.00 
Christmas    $        200.00 
 



 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

 

Sun. Dec. 21 St. Louis 

 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Gary Adler, Jim Wagner, Colleen Baumberger, Tom 

Hermiller, Don, Sue, Irene, & Robert Maas, Dan & 

Sybil Knoble, Jim Crouch, Barb Clink, Bill & Lois 

Schwab, and Vivien Bowerman 

Mon. Dec. 22 St. Louis 9:00 a.m. Mass – Joan Bauer  

Wed. Dec. 24 

 

St. Louis 

St. Patrick 

 

4:30pm & 10:00pm No a.m. Mass – Christmas Eve Masses 

 

Thur. Dec. 25 

  

St. Patrick 8:30 a.m.  Christmas Day Mass 

 

 

Fri. Dec. 26 

 

St. Patrick 8:30 a.m.  

Sat. Dec. 27 

 

St. Patrick 

 

4:30 p.m.  

. 
 

Sun. Dec. 28 St. Patrick 7:15 a.m. 10:45 a.m.  

Sun. Dec. 28 St. Louis 9:00 a.m. 

James, Mary Lue, & Ron Stein, Linda Kramp, Emil & 

Dolores Goris, Charles Stein, John, Dolores, & Jim 

Schneider 

    

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS   December 28, 2025 
 

Ministers of  

Holy Communion   

Sun:  Jan Cavanaugh, Missy DeSmith, Emily Flowers, Sue Flowers, Cathy Hanna 

Lector  Sun: Cathy Hanna           

Servers Sun:  Amy Flowers, Emma Dahms, Ivy Bechstein 

Offertory 

 

Hospitality 

Sun: Emily Henry Family 

 

Sun: Al & Dodi Tussing, John Wagner, Stanley Wilhelm 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Dec. 21, 2025 

Dec. 21, 2025 

Dec. 24, 2025 

Dec. 25, 2025 

Dec. 22 – Jan. 02 

Dec. 31, 2025 

Jan. 02, 2026 

  Have a Great Week! 

NO Religious Education classes for K-8th students till Jan. 4th, 2026 

Christmas Eve Masses & Live Nativity 

Merry Christmas!!! 

St. Louis Students on Christmas Break!! 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God – St. Louis at 7:00 p.m. 

First Friday of Adoration 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

   

 


